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What Causes the Tugs at the
Heart Strings in the Plays?

Some Observations on 'The Right to Strike' and Other
Plays' Real Estate and Art Often Combine

in Drama.

By LAWRENCE REAMER.
MAYBE there would have been a greater sense of reality in "The

Right to Strike" had the drama been less polemical, not necessarilyin form but in its very nature. When the railroad employeesdiscuss the pro and con of their case with the representatives of
the company one hears with singular detachment, considering the ardor

.11. it. _ 4 1 n» r» tnint
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debate, in which the listener may have no direct personal Interest, the
blood is likely to flow faster as one side or the other makes its points.
There is the interest of every contest in the struggle.

But even this interest is missing in the long debates of the second
and third acts of Hutchinson's play. Unconsciously are the listeners
aware that these words are not expressive of the convictions of earnest
advocates, but are merely the speeches the actors have learned. Thus is
even the inspiration of deep feeling denied to them. In the absence of
deliberate dramatic intent there is nothing for the audience in witnessing
"The Right to Strike" to fasten its Interests on.

Yet there could easily be had the dramatist written with more imagination.If there were in a scene of the Euglish drama of capital and labor
a line written with the beauty that Gerhart Hauptmanu imparted to his
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Sllesian epic of the proletariate, some

responsive glow might come from \\
tho listeners.
Even the commonplace nature of Vk

the text might have been forgiven in
some suggestion of poetic insight JaaSMH
into the hearts of these people who
were talking like gramaphones about 'c/Vi S3their wrongs. But through the stolid EL Y

.- picture of the characters and the L £»
more or less stencilled idiom of their1 GMLlENNt >

speech there shone no enkindling!
">> ray of fancy. It is easy to say thatj CHARD <n

poetry and imagination have no part1 "Li t> om
' Fu-lton

In a drama that has its feet deep in
such practical questions as food supplyand Increased wage rates. Yet
It would have imparted a sense of jn the quality of the performance. It
reality to the play, which was miss- remained tho same during its two

ing when it was most necessary. weeks of comparative neglect that it is

It Is not by any means certain that at Pre®ent- D,d the fact that it ar,, .... rived hero simultaneously with, five
a play may at once propound politi- other new pIays have nny ofroct ln de.
cal doctrine and serve its dramatic laying its appreciation?

, purpose. None seems to have done Certainly there has been little or no
' It so well as "Tho Weavers," al- coddling of the dramas that have lived
' though the playwright tliero had the "nd dl*d hero »>»« ^ hav*

*
. lt . , boen thrown with a Spartan Kcsturoadvantage of an earlier period and a Mon the pub,jc t0 *and or fa.

, picturesque ecene. Then the teach- when five or six of them were put be1lngs of labor and capital are not to fore the public is It surprising that It
I be reconciled, as Mr. Hutchinson so took time to acquaint playgoers with

; glibly tried to do at the end of the their duality? It is more to be won,dered at that they ever discovered
p what they were like.

; With the rights of the working: Tho olo8o rolaUon between art and
, man ringing in the ears as one depu- real estate had been discovered before
I tatlon shouts them and the excuses the astute Yvette Oullbert emphasized

of capital as their advocates, on the '"c mesalliance. Plays usually end

other hand, promulgate them from |helr runfl in J>,*pw ^ork as we". aa
'

.. .. .. .. . . __
In other cities on Saturday nights.

,
the other side, the listener cannot ac- Usua]]y fhey afe ab]e tQ^ N>w

i cept a conclusion which begins with York In time to open on Mondays. So
an explanation of what happened two high have the rents of New York

' thousand years ago at Galilee. In theatres become that the delay of even
* other words, there has been no ex- the man"

* , » .. agers an unjustinable risk.
. porlence to justify the belief that the Even if there are to be. therefore.! teachings of Christianity have been half a dozen plays on the eame night
; successful In settling strikes at any: the postponement of any one Involves
! time. Mr. Hutchinson weakens his a preliminary loss which few entre.i »un af>. preneurs are willing In these troublousplay therefore in throwing the set (Jays tQ undertake. in'addltlon to the
' tlement of his problems on a prlnci-, possible loss on the sale of tickets

pie of belief instead of working them there Is the rent of the theatre for
I out as they would have been in life. 0|io night.
! To Invoke tho Gcldon Rttlo so that 11 often happens that the lessees
* the physicians may treat the engl- °f 'he playhouse will not consent to
^ peers juet ns they would be treated "hn tha J0"" of °n* the
* by them, and thus restore economlo Producer of the plaj, '"jnorc waV"

calm, is very comfortable and ortho-1 than '9 "made difficult If not

dox and English, but It is not in the P°"8«" [or Kpro^uc,"r mana«"
, .

' to postpone until he has free for h aleast loglcah "»s unfortunate for ^ an ovenlng wlthout rlva,the enduring force of The Right to entertalnmentfl
strike" that the playwright exercised Pf.rhaps after a. thpre woll]d b<?
his powers of imagination at tbel^0 Rupr from the lack of
wrong time. competition. The managers must be

Canglr* »ji *!» Am. supposed to know their own business
better than anybody else. PerhapsOne of tho most Interesting plays aj| lt d^,, not reajiy count In

that tho fruitful season has brought tbe long run whetlier or not the first
forth almost disappeared from the performance attracts all possible atvlewof this Indifferent metropolis the tention. Managers believe now In exotherday, although it attracted the posing the Infant on tho mountain
immediate admiration of all who saw f0p_ jg k bns the qualities to survive,
It. Its departure, had it really gone, tj1e m<,re detail of Its first production
would have been one of tho little trag- wm not be decisive,
ertles of the year. Guckily public ap-1 if. 0n tho other hand, the breath
preclatlon of Its qualities SDread so of life la not In the infant, nothing In
far that the drama has become one of the world can put It there. No exth#successes of the year. traneous circumstances can make It
Why did Its qualities meke their ap- survive sturdily. I>t It take its

peaI so slowly? There was no change chances therefore and save Itself It
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Probably this method Is cor- ^, .^Hj
rect. The managers would never hnvi U
adopted It otherwise. But Is old \\
fashioned In any case, Is adapted \\ j

to the little antique
nobody will deny that Is an ad- > ^HH
vantage to any play that Its presence
and Its whereabouts moreover are Im-
pressed on the public. c/Vt»^6 ^

It is always Interesting to seo a J !er>^..prima donna In a play. They are so Gir/"... Libfrtd.^
unlike the species in real dfe, exottc '' *

as that may be. Who remembers the
soprano in "Pagans" who sans Vor- HO mRny 0f the familiar Crotbers mer- Kyh
purritr at a matinee of 'I aust at the ks that the analogy will make itself A
Metropolitan Opera House and then feu muc
went about to the shops, took tea In a The writer of this department has the
studio or two and showed no signs always refrained from any mention our
whatever of the fatlguo that might here of the relations between the two "'

reasonably have resulted from the parties In the theatre of this country ckle<
artistic effort of the afternoon? to-day. What was Equity and what 'clos

Ollda "Varesl touched lightly on the was tho other thing he neither knew but
artistic responsibilities of her heroine nor cared. Elsewhere In The Nrw' geth
and showed In the foreground h>;r York Herald he was. however, rashly allef
emotional life. In "The Six Fifty" the intruding enough on a province not In was
soprnno is described as singing Tcnra the least under his Jurisdiction. cost
and Manon and \farpurrite. Since her Vengeance came quickly In the form "C
name was Christine Palmer there was Gf the following letter from Howard rcfei
the vague suggestion of our own Gor-Jaldlne Farrar. But when It was aiao mi %

SuJS.that flhe santr Uolde ,hat Calendar of Tneatr*
What contemporaneous singer ever! , .

possessed such a comprehensive reper- wn\'li t V
tolre that it could include both thej "

Massenet and the Wagner heroine? CENTURY TREATRE E. II. bothem an

Speculation stumbled and then gave the,r "caJ,on ot Shakespeare with "Ts
up the Job. Only a stage prima donna; c,udM Frederick Lewis. Rowland Buc
could have such catholic vocal cordo. MY Mather, Albert Howson and I'rani
There Ia much entertainment In the: TUESDAY,

. LYCEUM THEATRE.David Belaaco will
Kate McLaurln a play, Sleeping cars 0ra.4 Dnke." a Parisian comedy by fhave furnished hrnnoc from the daya( 8,on ,8 b Aohmed Abdullah. With M
of Mestayer a "The Tourlsta down to Abarbanell. Mia. Vivian Tobln. John L
George Monroe and the Winter Oar-( GL0BE THEATRE.Charles Dillinghamden. But there la almost novelty In ed ..Good Morning. Dearie." written 1
the struggles of the eating tourists, weU> m,m Groody ,s tha <(W u
and certainly a great deal of human ^ Phaw> Harland Dixon. Miss >

<uvr° ,
th* - Maurice and Mia. Leonora Hughes.The playwright Imparts no fnlre stmahlne Olrls.a John Tiller troupevaMiosto the menus even if she does 0AIEXy THEATRE."Golden Days," a c<mix up her operas. Singularly enough ^ Marlon Bhort wUh Hftlen ythe acts that follow the first have a t compo9e)t mo8tly ot boy8 anrt alratrong «"£»tlon of the dramatic c ^ler and A L Erlanger. Besidesmethod, of Rachel Crothera Not only, youngstere Include Donald Oallaher.

« .^°fU.#Jn.?evrrC7d .7°ne Harding. R. Iden Thompson. Robert F1of the first act suggest Mis. Crothere Medcraft. The adult characters are

Zt. J\C7 ren,lnd',r °l h" Havne* Blanche Chapman. Florence Estagecraft In the later passage of the
play. WEDNE8DA

Maybe this mental Impression mere- VANDERBIT/T THEATRE.Arthur Hopkl
ly survives from the knowledge that R revised version of "Chris," a play by
Miss Crothera wrote a very successful on the road. The principal parts will 1
play about a rallwny wreck. Then George Marlon and Frank Shannon.
Miss McLaurln'e "The 8!x Fifty" has
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Jwl formed, as the exact truth of the m
W& ter 1s that the actor you have in ml

u| tried.as Mr. Miller had done and I
' VI George M. Cohan and others.to ma

\*V ^ tain an 'open shop' company. In 1
1 Instance you have In mind the act

" *^1 producer found when he tried out

. flj new play on tho road that he was

disagreement with tho author and o

ors Interested in the management
the suitability three actors

their respective parts. In one or

-cases he admitted that ho had nu
** \^B I mistakes in judgment, which is i

\V Ij uncommon with producers in cost!

Jj for a
// "Our complaining members conte

that the effect of your printed coi

ff=^ment amounts to a mlsrepresentatiII of the league's resources. This, I he
/V every reason to believe, was far fri

jtf your intention. The labor union
actors has nerslstentlv nlaeert nvr

possible obstacle In the way of th<
independent producers who seek
have 'open shop' casts.

...... "Mr. Miller, however, puoceeded
,. securing a cast for 'The Famous M

number of our members have been Kalr/ ,wh'ch hf» been receiving t

h disturbed by what you said in "tln»cd approval in every city in wh!

Sunday Herald. October 16. about h« has aPP d this season and

league to wit- you y know- h<> ,s at Present ph
A loyai member of the Fidelity de- en*a*em«nt8
3 that he would not defer to the! al °f Ihe ciHes on the Western cos

, . , , , . Regarding Mr. Cohan, The O Brled shop' demand the^ultyJ Q ^ kn lBpUylnt mwould recruit hi. <c £ny J"?* cessfully despite the declaration
er from actors whoboast of heir, fhw t ,abor unJonfiance to the Flde lty Weih he ^ jt would nw. permitted
oya to his principle but at what ,n N>w Yprk on ^ Bh
to his own interests!' principle.* course we know to whom you .No one Cfln d ,or# mor# than

r. You have probably been mlsln- the 8ltuaUon now PxistinK ln thB t,
\ stro of America. In a written sta

P'MlwUfra ment to the league, which Mr. Oeoi
Cell Jrirst PllglUS M. Cohan gave me on the eve of

departure for Europe last Wednesdi
appears this paragraph:

" The actors who have allow
d Miss ffulia Marlowe will begin themselves to be hoodwinked Into t
relfth Night." The company ln- belief that "closed shop" in their pi
ketone. Miss Alma Kruger. 8yd- fission is a good thing, are Juat 1

i Peters, ginning to realize that we of the op
shop policy sro on the right side

» the street, and It is only a matter
present Lionel Atwill ln "The time when they'll start crossing ot
bioha Gultry. The English ver- to wnlk alongside of us and tha
!r. Atwill will appear Miss Llna us for the stand we took and t
. Shine and Morgan Farley. principles for which we stood, a
presents his new musical com- still stand, firmly and proudly.'"
by Jerome Kern and Anne Cald- The writer desiring to make t
red player, tho others Including fullest reparation that not the ellgl
Vda Lewis and William Kent, est effect of this lesson may be lost
John Price Jones, the Sixteen Mm cries "Peccavi" at the top of
-and Reisman'n Orchestra. time worn lungs and solemnly vn

imedy of youth by Sidney Toler that he will never Again be led unf
layes Jn the lending role and a any circumstances to mention In
In, will be presented by George moments of consciousness either t
Miss Hayes herself, these stage E or the F Bast a.
Miss Selena Royle, Miss Ruth
ske. Miss Jean May and RussaII TO PHEilCNT "HiyDLR WAKRI
played by Misses Minna Gale Tft* Brooklm Theatre Guild announr
,arle and Camllle Pastorfield. for its first production of the seas

v Stnnley Houghton's "Hindis Wakei
* which never baa been produced In tl

ns will present "Anna Christie," country by a Llttlo Theatre group. Th«
Eugene O'Neill tried out earlier are a limited number of vacrncles in t
oe played by Miss Paulino Lord, ranks of active merpbers. Thoee Inn

strd may address the Brooklyn Th<
tre Guild. >54 Avenue O, Brooklyn,

Pay*.
DID YOUHEAR.?
That Mr. Shnbcrt Wants to
Get Theatre Prices Down and
About Hollywood Etiquette?

Br LUCIIS1V CLEVES.

LEEJ SHUBERT thinks ho has
found a way of meeting tho
lukewarm attitude of the publlotoward the theatres this season,

and Indeed toward all forms of amusements.
"It Is my conviction," he said to the

reporter of The New York Herald,
"that the price of diversion must be
lowered as much as possible In accordancewith the high standards that
prevail everywhere In the American
theatre. There Is an entirely obvious
unwillingness on the part of the publicthis year to spend money on the
theatres, or indeed on any of its pleasures.There are, of course, many possibleexplanations for this state of

, mi r\A

"But It docs exist. So It Is the busliness of the theatre managers to make
r allowances for It. I have decided

therefore to keep down prices as low
as we can and yet maintain the ShuIbert criterion. I am seeking In every
way to make the price scale adapted
to the needs, or at all events, the dispositionof the public. I think that
o dy in such a way may the people be
once more brought back Into the habit
of going to theatres as they have been
during recent seasons. Luckily wc
hav® our chain of vaudeville theatres,
which Is able to meet this new mood
of the public on one side. But I am
not content with only this kind of
diversion and am extending my efforts
to every branch of our enterprises."

The Butler'a Vlevre.
The nephew of the bishop, who had

gone out West to elevate the movies for
a consideration, was at once regarded as
an authority on social usage. He was
called upon to settle many knotty probllema which vexed the directors. None
was more complicated for them than the
arrangement of the guests at the modish
dinner party. Whom did the host take
in? On whose arm should the hostrws
enter the dining room? How were the
guests of honor disposed about the board
of the millionaire? The fashionable recruitrose valiantly to the occasion. lie
told them from all the wealth of hie
exporlenco In the great world Just how
and when and whom. The director, apparentlytamed at lost, listened and
took notes.

At Iflrtt tVt* PaKaIII Am

ferred to something else than the sovereignrule of ono of Its own little mandarine.Society had given Its cooperation
to art or science or whatever the cinema
happens to be. Something was going to
be done right at last. Social usage was
not to be as grotesque as It usually la
on the acreen.
Tho next morning the arbiter of

manner arrived at the studio. There
was none of the respect which had attendedthickly his departuro the night
before. Indeed the director barely
nodded at him, and he had settled all
the difficult questions for thenv
"You know, you was all wrong about

that dinner party stuff." said the director
when he Anally consccnded to speak.

_ "It's a good thing we didn't shoot any
pictures on that bull. VVe got the real

at- dope, however. Now we know how a
|n(j dinner party really ought to look.

"What was" started a gasp the aston"tr*lshed nephew of the bishop. "What.7"
In- "Oh," continued tho director, "we
[».- Just found a man that knew. That was

all. L*st night I talked with Douglasor* Fairbanks'.-} butler, and he put ue wise,
the But you, boy; why you was all wrong 1"
In Music Had Ita Charms,

th- While the managers are complaining
jyj that there is something lacking of perfectionIn the public support so far thisfor season the Impresarios of musical
xro events are, on the other hand, looking

upon them as rather fortunate men.ia* They consider that the beginning of the
not musical year has been much more d.'s,eotiraxrinfir. InH^orl 0- »»-.

...... ..... HUMI W1«J
cities outside New York are enough to
prove disquieting to the metropolitan

n(] agents who send their artlata over the
country.

m* In New York the majority of concert
Ion givers expect nothing more than the epiveportunlty of appearing before the puhamlie of the largest city of the country.

. They make their money outside ttie* city. When audiences In those piaecslry fall to turn up. why the outlook is. to
say the least, discouraging. Such hasto been the attitude of the public outsideNew York this season. Nothing h.is Inilnpressed the coyness of the public in the

;rg matter of music so strongly on th<- New
m_ York managers as the frequent canccl.. lotions of concerts already booked A

considerable percentage of concerts alreatjyarranged for have been given nplY- as the date approached merely be.auseIn the paying public failed to Indicate anyist. interest In them,
len Mr. Davenport's AVay.
,c" Harry Davenport has a perfectly wellon thought out plan for improving the

standard of dramatic performancesto which he hss so far been unable to lmop'press on the theatre managers. livenJohn Golden, who gave him the leading
tPe role In "Tftank You," has not yet Installedthis sure fire method of makingperformances Just as good is they
_ mlglit be, although Mr. Davenp.irt has

talked so much about his scheme thathis the S'-tora are expecting to be calleday. any day to the t>ongjicre Theatre.
"I think a moving picture made of

red every scene In a play would be of Inestimableadvantage in Improving the
representation," he said the other dny."and the cost to a manager would bo
trivial. By having every scene photo'®ngrarhed and thrown on the screen the
players could In this way tell everyof point In which their acting fniled to

rrr come up 10 tne standard of their amblnktlons. They could see every gesture and
he every expression that was wrong, so ren4lentless is the camera In revealing the

actors minutely.
. "Hy showing this picture at Intervals" to the company It would be possible to
"* tone up the performance. Little trtrk«
on or omissions that had crept In duringhis the run could readljy be observed snd
ws corrected. The second companies could
ler *>e trained from this picture. In other

words. It would bo a cheap method of
keeping up the standard to the highest
mark. But somehow I have never been
able to make a manager see the advantageof the Idea."

I." ____________

,M "DEAR ME" IW THE RROKX.
ton Sentiment and melody are blended In

"t>esr Me," comedy with songs. In
his which John Golden will present Miss
>re Grace La Rue and Hale Hamilton at
he the Hronx Opera House this week, with
»r- the original Republic Theatre supporting
ta- east. Hamilton snd Luther Reed

wrote Ik
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The Greatest Sporting Good'$

Store in the World
Madiaon Avenue and 45th StrMl

New York

The
International

Game

It is played.bpth in Washingtonand Where the Blazed
Trail Crosses the Boulevard.
Whatever differences there

may be about military disarmament,if one wishes to
arm for a sporting expedition,
this is the place.
European generals and big

game hunters, aviators and
explorers, submarine officers
and globe trotters.every type
of world-citizen has been outfittedby this house.
At the North Pole and on

the equator, in the jungle and
on the desert, Abercrombie &

Aniitr»mnr\f CAmrn/4 ifa
I RU1 CVJUipillCUl^ 11C40 o^i vtu 1U3

purpose.and frequently saved
the day.

Poker or Pogo

International headquarters
for both indoor and outdoor
games.as it is for guns and
fishing tackle.
Mother o' pearl poker chips,

ivory chessmen, a perfectly
balanced roulette wheel, or the
new pogo sticks on which
society is all a-jump.
The golf-meter, on which recordscores are made in one's own

garden; bridge or baccarat, and
all the dice games.

Medium-priced game sets and
chests, for the occasional player,and the finest made, for the expert.
»* i*ii *\

riccaaniy or renang

Tweeds for a New York Fall
and Winter.suits and topcoats.forthe country, and
for overland and overseas
travel.
Men's shantung and linen

clothes for the South, correct
fabrics and weights for the
Orient, and the finest English
ulsters for heavy weather
everywhere.
A man's clothes department

unique in its cosmopolitanism,
for all sporting and outdoor wear.

Shoes for every type of suit,
from a town walking shoe to a
forester's boot.

Write for Xcw Booklet Showing
Men's and Women's Fall
and Winter Outfits

dbercrombie
Se Fitch Co*
EZRA If. FITCH, President

Madison Avenue and 45th Street,
New York

"Where the Blazed Trnil
Crosses the Boulevard"


